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Guidance for Public Regarding Digital Use of Social Thinking Materials  
Summer 2020 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, we have had a high volume of requests for guidance on using the 
Social Thinking Methodology and materials in a digital learning format.  Our goal is to support you, your 
students and families, while also ensuring the quality of the Social Thinking Methodology.  As we have 
navigated these last few months, we have been adapting and creating many free resources for you to 
use with your students and families.  Even though we are worldwide, we are a very small publishing 
company who has also been significantly impacted by the economic downturn due to Covid 19. We are 
not able to convert all of our products to a digital format in the way a larger publisher is able to 
do.  However, we are doing our best to utilize our small, but mighty, team to provide some options that 
will be helpful to you, while still maintaining the integrity of our products, as well as protecting 
our intellectual property rights. Please find our digital resources including our “Free Stuff” portal, a 
limited set of published ebooks, as well as online courses and elearning.  
 
With regards to utilizing our intellectual property in online digitally-based instruction, please follow 
these guidelines: 

• WE DO allow use of our materials for live tele-therapy/tele-education sessions only when 
teaching your own students via password-protected closed networks (the intention is that the 
lesson is conducted as close as possible to a confidential classroom or therapy session or 
medical appointment utilizing the associated secure record-keeping process). Please do not 
make a recording of the live session.  

• WE DO allow a small number of instructional thinksheets that are used with students to be 
posted on closed password-protected networks via school sites or other private channels not 
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accessible to the public.  You can also access lessons directly from our website under Free Stuff 
to use during tele-therapy sessions. 

• WE DO NOT allow large amounts of material or entire chapters to be recorded or posted online 
in these private channels or password-protected networks. 

• WE DO NOT allow educators, therapists or schools to post any of our materials on school 
websites or open channels for use in a virtual teaching format.   

• WE DO NOT allow posting of our materials on open sites such as Google 
Classroom/Drive, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, Pinterest, etc. This includes not being allowed 
to read our books aloud on an open You Tube channel etc 

• WE DO NOT allow members of the community to train others on YouTube (or other sites) about 
use of our materials whether it be for digital or face to face instruction.  

 
If you would like to share our materials with others, please do so by sharing the direct links to our 
website https://www.socialthinking.com/.  

https://www.socialthinking.com/
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In academic and professional work individuals are often citing the works of others, quoting 
published authors, comparing/contrasting treatment approaches, etc. In situations like this, our 
trademarks can be used for in-line citations and bibliography references, provided the 
trademark symbol is used and proper attribution is given to Michelle and other authors on the 
work (if applicable). (See the Chicago Manual of Style for how to properly cite and reference the 
work of others or Goggle the topic “citation and attribution” for other how-to sources.) Do 
note, however, that our trademarks cannot make their way into the title of your article or blog 
or parent presentation because that implies affiliation or endorsement.  
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https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ21.pdf 

https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ21.pdf
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https://www.socialthinking.com/intellectual-property
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Scanning a small amount of material (up to 3 visuals of concepts) from a Social Thinking product 
into digital format and posting it online as part of a testimonial, a blog post, or a product review 
is permitted, provided proper attribution is included to the author and the title of the work 
from which the material was copied. Scanning and posting, for instance, an entire 10-page 
lesson as part of a blog would not be permitted without written permission from us.  

DO share articles, blogs, links to webinars, or other free downloads found on the TSP website 
with others. You can do this via print copies or via email, provided you are sharing the 
document for free. In all cases, you are required to share the information as is, without changes 
or adaptations, and include the author byline, the TSP copyright line, and a link to the website 
page where you found the materials, such as www.socialthinking.com or one of the detail 
pages. There should be a direct connect back to the TSP website and if an article, to where you 
found it.  
 
DO feel free to copy and use front cover images, without alteration, of any books or products 
on Social Thinking we publish when talking about that specific book or referring to it in an 
article, a blog, on your website, etc. Let’s say you write a blog for ASD parents and want to talk 
about one of our books and include the cover image. That’s OK! Simply find the product page 
on our website, click to enlarge the cover image, right-click and “save as” to place a copy into 
your document or web page. No permission is needed from us to do this. But let’s say you want 
to post an entire lesson or chapter from one of the books as part of your blog post. That does 

http://www.socialthinking.com/
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require written permission. If you want to post just a brief excerpt (a few paragraphs or a 
sample page), no permission is required. Just be sure to include complete attribution! 
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https://www.socialthinking.com/collaborative
http://www.zonesofregulation.com/
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mailto:sttsc@socialthinking.com?subject=Social%20Thinking%20Planning%20and%20Implementation%20Plan


                                                                                                Revised August 2020 
 

Think Social Publishing, Inc. 
404 Saratoga Avenue #200   Santa Clara, CA  95050   408.557.8595 

www.socialthinking.com 
 

29 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

http://www.socialthinking.com/
http://www.socialthinking.com/
http://www.socialthinking.com/
http://www.socialthinking.com/
http://www.socialthinking.com/
http://www.socialthinking.com/
http://www.socialthinking.com/


                                                                                                Revised August 2020 
 

Think Social Publishing, Inc. 
404 Saratoga Avenue #200   Santa Clara, CA  95050   408.557.8595 

www.socialthinking.com 
 

30 

 

http://www.apastyle.org/
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/
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